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I also want to thank your Government and
industry for working with the International
Labor Organization and the United States to
take some 9,000 children out of garment fac-
tories and put them in classrooms. There are
children here today, including a group from
a special ILO-supported school that our
United States Senator, Tom Harkin, told me
about, that he visited 2 years ago. I thank
you for doing that, as well.

I want to continue to support all these
projects. I am pleased to announce today that
the United States will commit several million
dollars to help another 30,000 Bangladeshi
children move from work in hazardous indus-
tries into schools that will give them safer,
better futures.

We will work with the ILO and Grameen
to help 3 million women in rural areas gain
access to micro-health insurance. And we will
commit several million dollars to help women
get new skills, improve working conditions,
and secure fair representation in trade orga-
nizations.

We will also provide several million dollars
to support another Grameen program, a solar
cell program to use the clean energy of the
Sun to generate power in villages throughout
Bangladesh, cheap power, clean power,
power that will empower all kinds of people
to raise their incomes in different ways in
the next few years.

I would like to make just two points in
closing. First of all, I want to bring greetings
from my wife who preceded me to Ban-
gladesh. She and our daughter came here a
few years ago. And she told me of all the
good things that were going on here, and she
urged me to have the United States do more
to support the Grameen Bank, to support
your Government, to support efforts to un-
leash the ability of your children and your
families to build a better future.

And finally, I would like to thank all of
you who shared your stories with me today.
Many of you have overcome great obstacles
in your lives. Many of you still face great chal-
lenges. But you convinced me again that no
one—no one—should believe that poverty is
destiny, that people have to remain poor, that
their children cannot learn and do better.
You have made me believe more strongly
than ever that every child in this world should

be given the chance to dream and to live
those dreams.

Because I have been privileged to be
President of the United States, I have trav-
eled all over the world. I have met with the
wealthiest and most powerful people in the
world. I have been in the most successful
communities in the world. I have also been
in the poorest villages of Africa, of Asia, of
Latin America. And I believe, more strongly
today than ever, that intelligence and ability
and a human spirit are evenly distributed
across the rich and the poor, in every con-
tinent on Earth.

And everyone must have a chance. Every
little boy and every little girl must have a
chance. I will do what I can to be a good
partner and a good friend in that endeavor
in Bangladesh.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. at the
U.S. Embassy. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh;
Fazle Hasan Abed, executive director, Bangladesh
Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC); and
Muhammad Yunus, founder and managing direc-
tor, Grameen Bank. The President’s visit to
Joypura was cancelled, and the people of Joypura
visited the President at the Embassy. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement on the Observance
of Nowruz

March 20, 2000

This week people of Iranian heritage
around the world will celebrate Nowruz, the
Persian New Year. Nowruz is a tradition as
old as the land of Persia, but at the same
time it celebrates change and renewal: the
changing season from winter to spring, a new
year and a new beginning. It is a time to
gather with family and friends and to look
toward the future. I extend my best wishes
for the new year to Americans of Iranian ori-
gin and to the people of Iran. I hope this
season will bring the start of a new era of
better relations between our two countries.

Nowruz Mubarak.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Proposed
Extension of the Bangladesh-United
States Peaceful Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement
March 20, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153 (b), (d)) (the Act), the text of
a proposed Agreement Between the United
States of America and the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh to extend the Agreement for
Cooperation Between the United States of
America and the People’s Republic of Ban-
gladesh Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nu-
clear Energy signed at Dhaka, September 17,
1981 (the Agreement for Cooperation).

The proposed Agreement to extend the
Agreement for Cooperation (the ‘‘Extension
Agreement’’) was originally approved and its
execution authorized by President Bush
based on his written determination that the
performance of the Agreement for Coopera-
tion for an additional period of 20 years
would promote, and would not constitute an
unreasonable risk to, the common defense
and security. A copy of President Bush’s writ-
ten approval, authorization, and determina-
tion is enclosed. Also enclosed is a copy of
the unclassified Nuclear Proliferation Assess-
ment Statement (NPAS) prepared at that
time by the Director, United States Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency.

The proposed Extension Agreement was
effected by an exchange of diplomatic notes
at Dhaka on January 5, 1993, and February
6, 1993. The terms of the Extension Agree-
ment condition its entry into force on each
State notifying the other of the completion
of its respective legal requirements for entry
into force. However, before the proposed
Extension Agreement could be submitted to
the Congress in 1993 for review pursuant to
section 123 of the Act, the Government of
Bangladesh asked to consult with the United
States regarding a possible modification of
the term of extension. These discussions
proved to be very protracted, but both Gov-
ernments have now agreed that their original
intention to extend the Agreement for Co-

operation for an additional period of 20 years
from the date of the original Agreement’s ex-
piration (i.e., to extend it until June 24, 2012)
should stand, and that the Extension Agree-
ment should be brought into force as soon
as each Party has notified the other in writing
that it has completed its legal requirements
for doing so.

Section 123 of the Act, as amended by
Title XII of the Foreign Affairs Reform and
Restructuring Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–
277) now also provides that each Nuclear
Proliferation Assessment Statement pre-
pared pursuant to the Act shall be accom-
panied by a classified annex prepared by the
Secretary of State in consultation with the
Director of Central Intelligence, summa-
rizing relevant classified information. The
Secretary of State is submitting to the Con-
gress under separate cover such a classified
annex. It contains, inter alia, the Secretary
of State’s reaffirmation of the conclusions
reached in the original unclassified Nuclear
Proliferation Assessment Statement (a) that
continued implementation of the Agreement
for Cooperation is consistent with all require-
ments of the Act, and (b) that the safeguards
and other control mechanisms and the
peaceful-use assurances contained in the
Agreement for Cooperation are adequate to
ensure that any assistance furnished under
it will not be used to further any military
or nuclear explosive purpose.

I am pleased to reconfirm President
Bush’s approval of the Extension Agreement
and authorization of its execution and imple-
mentation. Bangladesh is a party to the Trea-
ty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) and is fully in compliance
with its nuclear nonproliferation commit-
ments under that Treaty. In my judgment,
continued performance of the Agreement for
Cooperation between the United States of
America and the People’s Republic of Ban-
gladesh Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nu-
clear Energy will promote, and not constitute
an unreasonable risk to, the common defense
and security. Apart from the proposed exten-
sion, the Agreement for Cooperation will re-
main in all other respects the same as that
which was favorably reviewed by the Con-
gress in 1982. The Department of State, the
Department of Energy, and the Nuclear
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